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3. Ataskaita
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Briefing Doc: Examining and Interpreting Funnel Plot Asymmetry in Meta-Analyses 3%
This briefing doc reviews the main themes and key findings from the article: "Recommendations for training.cochrane.... [ ]
examining and interpreting funnel plot asymmetry in meta-analyses of randomised controlled trials" v B25% g yin ng.c 2 X
(Sterne et al., 2011). n%
Introduction: v 4.49% Shipg?‘r]'lz Asse.ss e [ ]
Funnel plots are commonly used in meta-analyses to assess potential bias, but asymmetry in these plots
shouldn't be automatically attributed to publication bias. This article offers guidelines on/interpreting O
funnel plot asymmetry, suggests appropriate statistical tests, and explores implications for choosing v 3.62% stnciatinn of pol... % @
meta-analysis models. B pme nim.nih.go.
Key Concepts: H G
) ) - ) , ® Chapter 13: Assess... ®
*» Funnel Plots: These scatter plots display the effect estimates of individual studies against a v 333% 5., ng.cochraneor... x
measure of their size or precision (typically standard error). In an ideal scenario, the plot
resembles a symmetrical inverted funnel, indicating no bias or heterogeneity. o
10.4.3.1 Recomme... e
+ Heterogeneity: This refers to variability in study results beyond chance, potentially due to clinical v 318% g pandbeokslco X
or methodological differences between studies. Heterogeneity can lead to funnel plot asymmetry
if it correlates with study size and intervention effects.
Recommendation...
= Reporting Bias: This occurs when research dissemination is influenced by/the nature and v 3.04% pubmed.ncbi.nlmuni... X
direction of results. Publication bias, selective outcome reporting, and selective analysis reporting
fall under this category, often leading to asymmetry favoring positive results.
Funnel Plotin a S...
= Chance: The role of chance is crucial, especially in meta-analyses with few studies. Chance can v 174% o wwwdistillersrcom X
contribute to funnel plot asymmetry and make it difficult to distinguish real effects from random
variation.
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